Rare Case of Trichomonal Peritonitis
To Sequences were assembled and aligned with Lasergene software (DNASTAR, Inc., Madison, WI, USA) and deposited in GenBank (accession no. HQ849063).
Metronidazole sensitivity was tested with methods previously described (4) . The patient's trichomonads had minimal lethal concentration (MLC) of 3.1 μg/mL for metronidazole, similar to MLCs of the known metronidazole-sensitive T. vaginalis isolate. T. vaginalis metronidazole MLCs >50 μg are associated with resistance (5).
PCR performed by using primers TFR3/4 produced a 348-bp amplicon with DNA extracted from peritoneal fl uid and culture (Figure) . Comparison of DNA sequence from the parasite to GenBank sequences showed 100% identity with cattle isolates of T. foetus.
Two human cases of T. foetus infection have been reported. T. foetus was identifi ed by PCR in the respiratory tract of a patient with AIDS and pneumonia (6) and by microscopy in cerebrospinal fl uid from a hematopoetic stemcell transplant recipient with fatal meningoencephalitis (7). The latter patient described by Okamoto et al. had a history of trichomonads in a urine sample before transplantation and clinical epididymitis when meningoencephalitis was diagnosed, leading to their conclusion that his infection was genitourinary in origin. The patient we report had no apparent signs of genitourinary infection.
Human trichomonal peritonitis has been reported (8-10). Straube et al. described a 54-year-old man with common variable immunodefi ciency and cirrhosis. Peritoneal fl uid contained numerous trichomonads, identifi ed as T. faecalis (syn T. equi), an intestinal commensal in horses. This patient died shortly after diagnosis. These authors did not describe animal exposures. The patient we report had animal contact. We found no reported cases of T. foetus peritonitis.
Two reported patients with trichomonal peritonitis recovered after treatment with metronidazole. Thus, we propose initial treatment with metronidazole in patients with trichomonal peritonitis but confi rmation of species and sensitivity to antimicrobial drugs is essential.
